
Course Description 
Examining the major themes in contemporary Africa, covering 
the past 50 years 

The course will briefly cover the colonial experience in Africa, Africa’s 
independence and the contemporary struggles of the modern state. This 
course will also examine the African continent’s rich cultures and peoples, 
paying special attention to African social structures and artistic expression.  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Required Text 
Understanding 
Contemporary 
Africa by April & 
Donald Gordon 

New Offices 
The African 
Studies 
Department is NO 
LONGER in 
Howard Center. 
We have moved 
to 1851 9th Street, 
NW on the 1st 
floor. *Shuttle 
service is 
provided by the 
university.

MEETING INFO 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

12:40 to 2pm 
IBL Hall Rm 118 

1
PROFESSOR 

Dr. Msia Kibona Clark 
Cell: (202) 486-9536 

msia.clark@howard.edu  
Hours: TBA

2
COURSE SATISFIES  

1. African Studies req.  
2. Afro Amer Cluster 

3. 3rd Writing req. 
4. Division C req.

3

AFST 701 FALL 2017

African World 
Introduction to Contemporary Africa



Course Goals 
The goal of the course is to introduce 
students to contemporary African 
history and cultures. 

The course will strengthen students’ 
understandings of the African experience.  The 
goal is to have students come away from the 
course with an enhanced ability to intellectually 
reflect, research, and write on the major themes 
in Africa’s history as well as the diverse cultures 
and people that make up Africa today. Students 
will understand Africa’s struggles for 
independence and development and the 
diversity of cultures that make up the continent. 
Students will also better understand emerging 
movements happening in Africa, which will 
result in a better understanding of how those 
movements intersect with similar movements in 
the U.S. 

Prerequisite  
To enroll in a writing intensive course, students 
must have earned a C or better in Freshman 
English 003 or Freshman English 004. 

Learning Objectives  
The objective of the course is to help students 
learn and begin to master some of the 
fundamentals of academic writing through 
assignments that require students to reflect on 
topics of relevance to contemporary African 
society. Students will improve their academic 
writing skills and their critical thinking skills 
through an individual research project and 
group campaign project. The course will focus 
on helping students improve their critical 
thinking skills, as well as encourage “active 
learning” through a focus on student skills in 
reading, comprehension, thinking, and writing. 
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ASSESSMENT 
Successful completion of this 
class will consist of a 
student’s active participation 
in the course and a student’s 
ability to effectively convey 
their understanding of the 
material through regular 
assessments.

Gradebook 

30% Exams 
30% Research Project 
25% Campaign Project 

15% Event Essays

GRADING SCALE 

90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 

0-59% = F



Exams  
Students will complete a total of two exams during 
the semester (please see schedule for exam dates). 
The exams will be given online via Blackboard. 

There will be no make-up examinations.  In case of 
an emergency, or computer malfunction, students 

will need to contact me ASAP.  

“The sun never sets on the 
children of Africa” 

Event Essays 
Students will be required to attend 2 community 
and/or campus events. These events can include 
film showings, symposiums, & lectures on topics 

related to Africa. Students must get the event 
approved before they attend.  

Students may go to an African restaurant & write 
about their experience. Students going to an African 
restaurant must upload an image of the receipt with 
the paper, & can’t do the same type of cuisine twice.  

Students will be required to do a 700-word write-up 
on the event giving their impressions of the topic/s 
presented and their relevance. All essays are to be 
handed in via Blackboard. Please see schedule for 

essay due dates. Essays that are less than 700 words 
will be penalized 5 points. Essays on restaurants 
that have no receipt will be penalized 5 points. 

Research Project 
Students will have complete a research project on a 
relevant topic. Each student will submit an outline 
of their topic, an annotated bibliography of relevant 
literature, a draft introduction, and a rough draft 
before submitting the final paper. 

The paper will be 5 to 8 pages (not including 
references or title page) and will be presented in 
class in a 15 minute presentation. Research project 
grades are based on: 

a. Paper outline (5 points) (Due September 8) 

b. Annotated bibliography (10 points) (Due 
September 29) 

c. Introduction (organization and introduction of the 
paper’s main arguments) (15 points) (Due 
November 8) 

d. Paper’s presentation of main arguments in the 
paper (20 points) (Due November 8) 

e. Quality of scholarship referenced (10 points) 
(Due November 8) 

f. Proper use & format of in-text citations & 
references (20 points) (Due November 8) 

g. Organization and preparedness of presentation 
(20 points) (Due: November 29 & December 1) 

Each student will hand in 1 hard copy as well as 1 
electronic copy of the paper using Blackboard’s 
online plagiarism-detection resource on November 
8. On the day of student presentations, students will 
submit a hard copy of their final draft. 
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The final exam is optional, & can be taken to 
replace one of the two exam grades. The exam 

will be comprehensive, meaning it will cover all 
of the material we covered during the entire 
quarter. The exam will be online. December 

graduates need to see me to make arrangements 
for taking the exam.



Plagiarism score: It is advisable that students check 
their plagiarism score. Students should aim for a 
score of less than 15%, and that 15% should be 
material that is cited. Students with a score of 30% 
to 49% may be assessed at least a 15 point penalty 
for depending too much on outside sources. Any 
student that scores above 50% will receive an F on 
the entire assignment.  

Papers: Papers are to follow the APA citation 
format. A helpful guide can be found at: http://
owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Papers are to be typed 
using the default font (ex. Times New Roman, 12pt) 
and margins. 

At least 5 of the paper’s resources must be academic 
journals and scholarly publications. 

Presentations: Students will present their research 
during an in-class presentation. Each student will 
have 15 minutes to present their research to the 
class. Points will be taken off for excessive reading 
from the paper or PowerPoint slides  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Campaign Project 

Students will work in groups of 5 on a 
campaign project around a social issue. They 

will submit a report & multi-media 
presentation on the project, and discuss the 
project in-class. Campaigns will address a 

human rights or social issue in Africa. 
Students will research the issue, brainstorm 
possible solutions, and design a campaign 

aimed at addressing the issue. 

1. Campaign Report: Address all 10 steps in 
the planning of your campaign, showing 

creativity & thought in the planning process 
(30 points) (2-3 pages) (Due October 6) 

2. Background: A history of both the 
campaign issues (30 points) (1-2 pages) 

(Due October 25) 

3. Multi-Media Project: A visual and/or 
audio presentation of the issue & solutions 

proposed. (40 points) (Due October 25) 

Human 
Rights 

Environmental Rights 
Civil Rights


Animal Rights



Course Policies 
Attendance: Students are expected to attend 
class, on time, and participate in class activities. 
Students are also expected to participate in 
class activities via Blackboard and check 
Blackboard regularly for updates and 
information.  

Students will not be penalized for the first 4 
absences, regardless of the reason for the 
absence. Each absence over 4 absences will 
result in a 1% drop in the final grade. 

Lateness: Late assignments will not be 
accepted. If a student has a valid excuse for 
turning an assignment in late, they will be 
subject to a deduction of 2 points per day. In 
class assignments and quizzes cannot be made 
up. Students that experience computer-related 
problems students must IMMEDIATELY e-mail 
or call me and either attach the assignment or 
inform me of their problem. It is advisable that 
students double check their submissions to 
confirm that the files can be opened.  

Assignments that cannot be 
opened will receive a 0. 

Extra Credit, Additional Points, 
and Grade Changes: If extra 
credit opportunities are given, 
they will be given to the entire 
class. Students are advised to 
monitor their grade on 
Blackboard. Grades will be 
updated regularly on Blackboard. 
Students with scholarships or in 
programs that require them to 
maintain a specific grade point 
average should monitor their 
grades and meet with me before 
the end of the semester if there 
are problems. 

Policy on re-examining and/or changing a 
grade: Students will need to outline why they 
believe they have been graded harshly and 
make their case for a higher grade. Students’ 
cases will be strengthened by addressing any 
comments made on the assignment, and 
incorporating that into the response. 
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Other 

Policies & 
Resources 
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Additional Writing Resources  
Freshman English handbook: English 

Department’s Writing Center; Center for 
Academic Reinforcement; WAC website at 

www.cetla.howard/wac

Academic Dishonesty Policy 
Academic dishonesty is defined to include 

any form of cheating and/or plagiarism. 
Cheating includes, but is not limited to such 
acts as stealing and altering information for 

academic purposes; offering, giving or 
receiving unauthorized assistance on an 
examination or other written material in a 
course.  Plagiarism includes taking and 

passing off intentionally as one's own the 
ideas, writings, work of another individual 

without crediting the author. 

The minimum disciplinary penalty imposed 
upon a student found to have committed an 

infraction will be receiving an ‘F’ for the 
assignment or the course, depending on the 

severity of the case.   

ADA Policies and Procedures 
Howard University is committed to providing an 
educational environment that is accessible to 
all students. In accordance with this policy, 

students in need of accommodations due to a 
disability should contact the Assistant Dean for 
Student Affairs and Records, (202) 806-8006), 
for verification and determination of reasonable 

accommodations as soon as possible after 
admission to the Law School, or at the 

beginning of each semester. The Office of 
Special Student Services is located in Suite 

725 of the Howard Center and may be reached 
at (202) 238-2420.

Statement on Interpersonal 
Violence  

Howard University takes sexual assault, 
dating violence, domestic violence, 

stalking and sexual harassment 
seriously. If a student reveals that he or 
she needs assistance with any of these 

issues, all Responsible Employees, 
which includes faculty, are required to 

share this information with the 
University Title IX Office (202 

806-2550) or a student can be referred 
for confidential services to the 

Interpersonal Violence Prevention 
Program (IVPP) (202 238-2382) or 

University Counseling Services (202 
806-6870).  

For more information about these 
services, please go to 

www.CampusSafetyFirst.Howard.Edu 

http://www.cetla.howard/wac
http://www.cetla.howard/wac


Course Schedule 
topics & readings 

Tuesday, August 23
Course Introduction 
Geography of Africa 

Thursday, August 25 
Ch 2 Africa: A Geographic Preface 

Tuesday, August 30: Colonialism & 
Independence in Africa
Ch 4 African Politics 
Watch: “Africa: States of independence - the 
scramble for Africa” 

Thursday, September: 1: Colonialism & 
Independence in Africa
“I Speak of Freedom” by Kwame Nkrumah  
Watch: “Faces of Africa – Kwame Nkrumah” 

Tuesday, September 6: Post-Independence 
Era in Africa
Ch 5 The Economies of Africa 

Thursday, September 8
Due: Paper outline 

Tuesday, September 13: Pan Africanism
“The struggle to convert nationalism to Pan-
Africanism” by Issa Shivji 

Thursday, September 15: Contemporary 
Africa

Ch 6 African International 
Relations

Tuesday, September 20: 
Contemporary Africa
Watch: “The Danger of a 

Single Story” and “SAPEURS 
by Guinness”, “Mobile phone 

usage explodes in Africa, spurring 
innovation,” and “Africa's film industry sees 
growth at this year’s African Film Festival”. 

Thursday, September 22: 
Contemporary Africa
In-Class film: “Boys of Bukom” 
Due: Exam 1  

Tuesday, September 27: The African 
Family
Ch 7 Population, Urbanization, and AIDS 

Thursday, September 29: The African 
Family 
“Youth in Kenya Feel Few Tribal Ties” & 
“Families' Ties Can Get Knotty”  

Watch: “African Women Who Marry Other 
Women to Bear Children for Them” 

Due: Annotated bibliography 

Tuesday, October 4: Religion in Africa
Ch 11 Religion in Africa 

Thursday, October 6: Religion in Africa
Yoruba Creation Narrative  
Due: Campaign reports (bring reports to class) 

Tuesday, October 11: Gender in Africa
Ch 10 Women and Development 
Due: Event essay 1 

Thursday, October 13: Gender in Africa
In Class Film: “Twiga Stars: Tanzania's Soccer 
Sisters” 

Tuesday, October 18: Social and Political 
Change in Africa
Read: “African awakenings: the courage to 
invent the future” & “The never-ending 
revolution: perspectives from the African 
blogosphere” 
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5 
regions

54 
countries



Thursday, October 20: Social and Political 
Change in Africa
“From Marikana to #feesmustfall: The Praxis of 
Popular Politics in South Africa” 

Watch: “Shutting Down the Rainbow Nation: 
#FeesMustFall” 

Tuesday, October 25: African Migration 
Due: Completed Campaign Projects

Thursday, October 27: African Migration 
Read: African Immigrants in the United 

States 

Tuesday, November 1 
Watch: An African City 
 
Thursday, November 3: 

No Class 

Tuesday, November 8: The Arts
Film: What's next for Nollywood?  
Due: Research papers 

Thursday, November 10: The Arts
Ch 12 African Literature 

Tuesday, November 15: The Arts
Read: Ch14 Music (253-259) 

Thursday, November 17: The Arts
Read: “Hip-hop music speaking for Africa’s 
disenfranchised youth” 

Tuesday, November 22: The Arts
Read: “Top Female South 

African Rappers” Watch: 
Videos embedded in 
article 

Thursday, November 24: 
No Class

Tuesday, November 29: Presentations
Due: Exam 2 

Thursday, December 1: Presentations
Due: Event essay 2
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1,000+ 
languages

1.2 
billion 
people


